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Family Court Judges Attend National Domestic Violence Workshop 
By: Judge Robert Coonin 

Family Court Judges William Walls and Robert Coonin were among 
56 judges from throughout the United States to attend the four-day 
National Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence held December 7 -10 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  The four-day Institute entitled “Enhancing 
Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases” was jointly sponsored by 
the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges and the 
Family Violence Prevention Fund funded by the Office on Violence 
Against Women.  Judges Coonin and Walls’ participation in the 
program was underwritten by the Domestic Violence Coordinating 
Council. 

Topics explored included the impact of violence on victims, social research relevant to 
batterer conduct and interventions, victim responses and the effects on children 
exposed to domestic violence.  By engaging in role play, judges participating in the 
Institute were able to improve their fact finding skills, explore ways cultural differences 
may be relevant in the courtroom, and how culture may influence a judge’s perception 
of domestic violence victims and perpetrators.   

The judges participating also learned how to avoid assumptions about a person or the 
facts of a situation based on cultural misinformation, and how to identify potential biases 
that might influence a judge’s courtroom demeanor when interpreting facts and making 
decisions in domestic violence cases.  Workshop topics ranged from explanation of 
lethality factors that need to be considered in setting bail, distinctions between visitation 
disputes involving and not involving domestic violence issues, and recommended 
procedures to be followed in civil protection (e.g., PFA) proceedings involving pro se 
litigants, representing themselves. The Institute is held twice a year in various  
locations throughout the United States.  

 

For further information on the National Judicial Institute  
and domestic violence training, go to their website at:  

www.endabuse.org. 

Judge Coonin 
Family Court 
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NEW DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS AND EDUCATION PROGRAM COMES TO DELAWARE 
By: Attorney General M. Jane Brady 

member of the Women's Fund, envisioned the 
expansion of the Alabama program to salons 
around the country. Delaware is fortunate to have 
been chosen by the national partners as one of the 
first states to be able to offer this training to its 
salon professionals.     

In Delaware, the Attorney General's Office, the 
Delaware Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 
and the Delaware Board of Cosmetology and 
Barbering are working to bring the “Cut It Out” 
program to local salons.  We have formed a 
Leadership Committee of salon owners to assist in 
the planning and implementation of the training.  
We held initial meetings with the Leadership 
Committee members in early February and expect 
to offer trainings around the state to salon 
professionals this Spring.  Local domestic violence 
advocates will team with specially trained 
members of the National Cosmetology Association 
to offer the training sessions.   

This project is not designed to make counselors 
out of hairdressers or nail technicians.  But as 
every woman knows, salon professionals do offer 
a listening ear to their clients.  By giving them 
information and resource materials, we hope that 
salon professionals in Delaware will be better able 
to spot the signs of domestic violence and offer 
resources to their clients to help them break free 
from an abusive situation.  

Mention this program and the spring trainings at 
your salon next time you are getting a hair cut or 
your nails done.  We'll be sending out a notice 
about the trainings to all licensed salons in the 
coming weeks. And for more information, visit our 
website at www.state.de.us/attgen . 

 

State of Delaware Department of Justice 
Victim Witness Services  

Toll Free Number:  
1-800-870-1790 

Since the time I have been 
Attorney General, I have tried to 
expand resources available to 
victims of crime, including 
domestic violence victims.  
Domestic violence victims are all 
ages, in all locations, and have 
many interests. Soon we will 
implement a new statewide 

program to utilize yet another avenue for 
education, awareness, and support.   

While at a national meeting of state attorneys 
general last year, I learned about a new domestic 
violence awareness and education program, "Cut It 
Out:  Salons Against Domestic Violence."  I was 
excited by its unique approach - offering education 
sessions to salon professionals about the 
dynamics of domestic violence and informing them 
about assistance that is available to victims in their 
communities.  I contacted the national sponsors of 
the training and asked that Delaware be 
considered as a target state for this new program.   

We know here in Delaware that salon 
professionals have suspected or have known that 
some of their clients are in abusive relationships. 
This training will help salon professionals 
recognize signs of domestic violence and learn 
about local resources that can help.  In addition to 
training sessions, the project provides posters and 
brochures to salons to raise awareness and 
provide information to clients.    

The initiative was launched nationally by a 
partnership between Southern Living at HOME, the 
National Cosmetology Association and Clairol 
Professional with funding from the Salons Against 
Domestic Abuse Fund, a nonprofit entity.   

The “Cut It Out” program began in Alabama as a 
partnership between the Alabama Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence and the Greater 
Birmingham Women's Fund.  The Executive 
Director of Southern Living at HOME, who is also a 

 

Delaware Attorney 
General, Jane Brady 
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On January 8, 2004, DVCC 
Executive Director, Ron Keen, 
and Captain Harry Downes, 
Delaware State Police, gave a 
presentation in Annapolis on the 
Delaware Risk Assessment. The 
State of Maryland has received 
VAWA funding to develop an 
instrument to assess risk to 
victims in cases of domestic 
violence. A team consisting of more than 20 
domestic violence professionals has been 
assembled in Maryland to complete the task.  

Ron and Captain Downes were asked to present 
the elements of Delaware Risk Assessment, how 
it is administered, and how the data obtained is 
utilized. They were also asked about the process 
undertaken by Delaware to develop the 
instrument in the mid-nineties and also about 
recommendations for them in the development of 
a risk assessment tool. Further, the Maryland 
group asked Ron and Captain Downes to speak 
about the Risk Assessment Evaluation completed 
by Dr. Byron Johnson and Dr. Neil Websdale in 
2002. Ron and Captain Downes detailed 
objectively Delaware’s experience with its Risk 
Assessment instrument. The presentation was 
interactive and the Maryland professionals were 
very appreciative.   

 

DELAWARE RISK  
ASSESSMENT PRESENTATION 

Ronald T. Keen 
Executive Director 

DVCC 

Domestic Violence Hotlines: 

New Castle County 762-6110 

Northern Kent County 678-3886 

Kent & Sussex County 422-8058 

Abriendo Puertas 745-9874 

From Left to Right: 
Catherine Rivera, Speaker, CONTACT, Delaware 

Dawn Schatz, Speaker, Child Inc. 
Lissa Frank, Chesapeake Bay Girl Scouts Council 

Dating Violence Information 
http://www.dvcc.state.de.us 

 
“WHEN DATING TURNS DANGEROUS” 

On January 14, 2004, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., the 
Chesapeake Bay Girl Scouts Council met in 
Newark, Delaware, to learn more about the 
dynamics of dating violence, drug facilitated 
rape, and sexual assault.  The Domestic 
Violence Coordinating Council, CONTACT 
Delaware, and Child, Inc., were represented at 
the training. 

After the troop watched a video concerning 
dating violence; Dawn Schatz, from Child Inc., 
facilitated a discussion concerning the dynamics 
of dating violence.  Catherine Rivera, from 
CONTACT, Delaware also conducted an 
interactive discussion on sexual assault.   



DV News Page 4 

Family Justice Center  initiative could be of real 
benefit to domestic violence victims in Delaware. 

On January 28,  the VAWA Implementation 
Committee and staff briefed Governor Ruth Ann 
Minner and her staff on the potential that the 
Family Justice Center concept holds for 
Delaware. The proposal made by the Committee 
was well received and the dialogue between the 
Governor and the Committee continues.  

Family Justice Center 
San Diego, California 

www.familyjusticecenter.org 

 
FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER 

In October 2003, the Department of Justice 
released a notice detailing an initiative of 
President Bush to create a Family Justice Center 
in 12 different communities. The concept of a 
Family Justice Center is to "co-locate" victim 
advocacy services with criminal justice 
professionals to enhance the availability and 
accessibility of services to domestic violence 
victims. Delaware's Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) Implementation Committee reviewed the 
solicitation and the concept of a Family Justice 
Center and determined that Delaware should 
investigate the possibility of submitting an 
application.  

On January 8, the VAWA Implementation 
Committee hosted a meeting of approximately 40 
"stakeholders" interested in learning about the 
idea of a Family Justice Center in Delaware. 
Maureen Querey gave a presentation to the group 
describing the Family Justice Center in San Diego 
and the application process, which was due on 
February 5, 2004.  Although the stakeholders 
were interested in the concept establishing a 
Family Justice Center, there was concern 
expressed about the short turn-around time 
required by the grant. Therefore, in late January 
the VAWA Implementation Committee decided 
not to apply for the President's Family Justice 
Center Initiative.  However, the VAWA 
Implementation Committee believes that the 

Maureen Querey,  VAWA Planner 
Presentation,  January 12, 2004 

Fatal Incident Review Team 
Co-Chairs: Cynthia Boehmer 
Vincent J. Poppiti 

The Fatal Incident Review Team continues to 
meet on a monthly basis and review domestic 
violence homicides and suicides. Team members 
have conducted forty-nine fatal incident case 
reviews to date.  

The second edition of the Fatal Incident Review 
Team Report was published June 30, 2003. The 
report includes aggregate data and 
recommendations from thirty domestic violence 
fatality reviews. 

To review the most recent copy of the State of 
Delaware Fatal Incident Review Team Report, to 
to the DVCC website, www.dvcc.state.de.us and 
click "Reports".  
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The DVCC is currently supporting a project entitled 
“Prevention Outreach Program for Sussex County: 
Phase I”, in a Cooperative Agreement for the 
Domestic Violence Prevention Enhancement and 
Leadership Through Alliances (DELTA) Project.  In 
coordination with the Delaware Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence and funded through the Center 
for Disease Control, the purpose of the DELTA 
project is to “stimulate the development and 
implementation of activities directed at preventing 
intimate partner domestic violence, which can be 
integrated into coordinated community responses at 
the state and local level (DELTA Program 
Announcement, 6/2003).  The project also focuses 
on prevention rather than intervention as a 
Coordinated Community Response model. 

During the first quarter of the project, Maria Picazo, 
Executive Director of Abriendo Puertas, carried out 
staff recruitment for the project.  On December 1, 
2003, Marie Soto-Saavedra was hired as DELTA 
Project Coordinator of the project. The first step of 
this project is conducting interviews to determine the 
needs of domestic violence victims.  Later, the 
project will focus on addressing the needs. 

Since her hire, Ms. Soto 
developed an interview 
questionnaire and networked with 
community leaders and key 
agencies, who will assist in 
facilitating interviews.  Ms. Soto, 
Project Coordinator, will interview 
male and female immigrant 
community members using focus 
groups to obtain information., and 
documenting conversations in 

writing or audio. The Sussex County Chapter of the 
Immigration Subcommittee will be available as a 
resource and Advisory Board.   

DVCC SUPPORTS CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL PROJECT 

Sussex Immigration Subcommittee/Advisory Board,  
DELTA Immigration Project 
February 17, 2004 Meeting 

 
Left to Right: Carla Ennals, Dept. of Justice; Amy Arnold, Delaware 

Coalition Against Domestic Violence, DELTA Coordinator;  Rene' Cutlip, 
Immigration Lawyer, La Esperanza; Clemence Overall, Latin American 

Community Center; Maria Picazo, Executive Director , Abriendo 
Puertas, Chair, Immigration Subcommittee; Yvonne Dodd, Children & 

Families First, Georgetown, DE; Front: Edie Yoc, Americorp Intern, 
Immigration, La Esperanza 

Immigration Resource List 
http://www.dvcc.state.de.us 

Marie Elaine Soto-
Saavedra, DELTA 

Project Coordinator, 
Abriendo Puertas 

 

Domestic Violence Hotlines: 
New Castle County 762-6110 

Northern Kent County 678-3886 
Kent & Sussex County 422-8058 

Abriendo Puertas 745-9874 

Certified Domestic Violence  
Intervention Programs 

Catholic Charities, Inc.  
(New Castle County)  

655-9624 

CHILD, Inc.  
(New Castle County)  

762-8989 

Dover Air Force Base  
Family Advocacy Program  

(Kent County)  
677-2711  

People's Place II  
(Sussex County)  

424-2420 
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DVCC Subcommittee Summaries 

Law Enforcement 
Co-Chairs: Homeland Security Secretary, James 
L. Ford, President Judge Henry duPont Ridgely, 
Chief Jeffrey Horvath. 

Considering ways to reduce police officer work 
on non-criminal domestic violence calls while 
capturing necessary information.  

Reviewing Domestic Incident Report. 

Legislative 
Co-Chairs: Senator Patricia M. Blevins  
Attorney General Jane Brady 

• Working collaboratively with the Sexual 
Assault Network of Delaware (SAND) 
Legislative Committee and the Victims’ Rights 
Task Force 

• Reviewing sexual assault advocate privilege 

• Reviewing Victims’ Bill of Rights 

• Reviewing Violent Crimes Compensation 
Board statutes 

Treatment and Resources  
Co-Chairs: Cynthia M. Boehmer and  
Public Defender Lawrence M. Sullivan  

• Developing a brochure for police officers, 
victim service providers, prosecutors, DFS 
staff and/or guardians, of children who 
witness domestic violence. The brochure will 
provide information and referrals for child 
witnesses 

• Helping treatment providers become familiar 
with the Fatal Incident Review Process 

 

The Domestic Violence Coordinating Council meets 
Quarterly and Meetings are open to the public.  

For information concerning Council meetings, call  
302-255-0405 or visit the DVCC website at:  

www.dvcc.state.de.us. 

Much of the work of the Coordinating Council is 
done through its eight subcommittees; which over 
the years have been successful in passing 
legislation, collecting and tracking data, developing 
policies and improving court services. Summaries 
of the eight subcommittees will be included in the 
DV News as a regular feature. 

Children and Domestic Violence   
 Co-Chairs: Representative Deborah Hudson  
and Secretary Cari DeSantis 

• Developing a user friendly Menu of Treatment 
Services that will be distributed to judges, 
prosecutors, probation officers and child 
welfare workers in making referrals for 
domestic violence services 

• Studying the impact of the Child Protection 
Registry on victims of domestic violence 

Corrections 
Co-Chairs: Commissioner Stan Taylor 
Geri Lewis-Loper 

• Studying concerns about the more than 30 
probation officer vacancies statewide, 
impacting the domestic violence upload 

Immigration 
Co-Chairs:  Mary Davis, Maria Picazo 

• Developing a multidisciplinary team to assist 
with problematic cases involving victims of 
domestic violence and their children.   

• DELTA Project, CDC grant, now part of the 
Immigration Subcommittee 

• Assisting in the planning of  an Immigration and 
Domestic Violence Conference hosted by 
Community Legal Aid and Delaware Volunteer 
Legal Services, to be held on April 22, 2004 

• New Castle Immigration Subcommittee 
developing immigration resource guide for 
victim service providers/advocates, judges, 
lawyers, court personnel, and state personnel 
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Registration Form                                    May 8,15,22 

 
Dealing With Victims of Domestic Violence 

and Their Children: What To Do  

Name:  

Address: 

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: 

Fax: 

E:Mail: 

Please register me for the following dates: 

 May 8, Milford Public Library 
 May 15, Bear Library 
 May 22, Newark Senior Center 

 
Mail this form to: 
Domestic Violence Coordinating Council 
New Castle County Courthouse, 500 N. King St., Suite 9425 
Wilmington, Delaware  19801 
 
Fax this form to: 302-255-2236 
Register by e-mail at eileen.ondra@state.de.us. 

2004 Spring Training Calendar 

 

 

 

Training events not listed in this newsletter are 
posted at: www.dvcc.state.de.us on the DVCC 
Calendar and Training pages. 
 
April 3 - The Family & Workplace Connection’s 
10th Annual School-Age Conference 
University of Delaware, Clayton Hall, DVCC 
Presentations: Children and Domestic Violence/
Dating Violence, Afternoon Sessions 
Registration at Family and Workplace Connection 
302.479.1679 
www.familyandworkplace.org 
 
April 6 - CONTACT, DE Sexual Assault Response 
Team Conference 
Sheraton Conference Center, Dover 
Registration, CONTACT, Delaware 
302.761.9800, ext.1007 
 
April 19, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. - Victim’s Proclamation 
Signing (Governor Minner) 
12th Floor, Carvel Building, Wilmington 
 
April 21, 6 p.m. - Victim’s Tribute 
Modern Maturity Building, Dover 
No registration required. 
 
April 22 - Immigration and Domestic Violence 
Conference 
Clayton Hall, University of Delaware, Newark 
Contact Madeline Welch, Community Legal Aid  
at 302.575.0660 for registration. 
 
April 28 - Community Response to Alcoholism, 
Depression, and Violence 
Delaware Technical Community College, Dover 
Registration, Delaware Ecumenical Council for 
Children and Families, 302.255.1040 
 
May 8, 15, 22 - Dealing With Victims of Domestic 
Violence and Their Children: What To Do 
3.5 clock hours, Licensed Daycare Providers. Free 
of Charge 
 
• May 8, 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Milford Public Library, Milford, Delaware 
 

• May 15, 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Bear Library, Rt. 1 and 40 
 

• May 22, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Newark Senior Center, Marrows Rd., Newark,  
Delaware 
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Domestic Violence Coordinating Council Members: 

Chair: Honorable Patricia M. Blevins, Delaware State Senator 
Vice Chair: Honorable Chandlee Johnson Kuhn, Chief Judge, Delaware Family Court 

Cynthia M. Boehmer, Program Director, Families in Transition 
Honorable M. Jane Brady, Delaware Attorney General 
Mary Davis, Chair, Domestic Violence Task Force 
Honorable Cari DeSantis, Secretary, Dept. of Services for Children, Youth & Their Families 
Honorable James L. Ford, Secretary, Department of Safety and Homeland Security 
Dr. Matthew Hoffman, Board of Medical Practice Representative 
Chief Jeffrey Horvath, Dover Police Department 
Honorable Deborah Hudson, Delaware House of Representatives 
Geraldine Lewis-Loper, Director, Elderly Victim Services Program 
Delaware Center for Justice 
Maria Picazo, Executive Director, Abriendo Puertas 
Vincent J. Poppiti, Esq., Blank Rome LLP 
Honorable Henry duPont Ridgely, President Judge, Superior Court 
Honorable Liane Sorenson, Commission on Family Law Representative 
Honorable Lawrence M. Sullivan, Delaware Public Defender 
Honorable Stanley W. Taylor, Commissioner, Department of Correction 
 

Contributions to this issue provided by M. Jane Brady, Delaware Attorney General; Judge Coonin, 
Delaware Family Court; and DVCC Staff Members 
Photography: Marie DeSoto photograph, Abriendo Puertas; Attorney General Jane Brady submitted by 
Attorney General’s Office; Other photography, Eileen Ondra 
 

DVCC Staff: 

Ronald T. Keen 
Executive Director 

302-255-0410 

 
Bridget V. Poulle 

Program Coordinator 
302-255-0406 

 
Maureen Querey 
VAWA Planner 
302-255-0407 

 
Eileen Ondra 

Educator/Trainer 
302-255-0408 

 
Kenzel V. Messick 
Senior Secretary 

302-255-0409 
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